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(7)  The administration of financial questions, including the
power of taxation and raising revenue, fiscal policy and
expenditure   on   subjects   outside   the   sphere   of   the
Governor's special responsibility,  would be entrusted
to the Ministry.

(8)  The   Constitution  would   contain  provisions  ensuring
equal rights and opportunities for any British subject
ordinarily resident or carrying on trade or business in
Burma.

But the Burmese public had not as yet expressed their
views on the issue of the separation of Burma from India.
Consequently it was decided to test the verdict of the elect-
orate at the general election of the Burma Legislative
Council in the autumn of 1932. The Prime Minister did not
miss the opportunity of reminding the Burmese delegates of
the nature and extent of the responsibility that would rest
on them under the Constitution outlined for a separated
Burma, and that they should bear in mind the special
conditions of Burma which justified divergence in some
details from the Constitution proposed for an Indian province.
The Prime Minister observed, in summing up the views of
the Government:

" His Majesty's Government's intention is that, in the
event of Burma electing to pursue her political development
apart from India, responsibility should be devolved upon
her Legislature for the administration not only of the sub-
jects which will fall within the range of Provincial Govern-
ments in India, but also of subjects which will be adminis-
tered in India by the Central authority. But in order that
the stability of the realm may be maintained and financial
stability secured, the Governor must have the powers
already set forth. It will be the endeavour of His Majesty's
Government to ensure that these powers shall not be allowed
to prejudice the advance of Burma to full self-government."

The Burmese politicians were, however, unsatisfied with
the outline of the sort of Constitution they would get in